Sigulda and its cultural-historical 
monuments and landscapes
Excursion No 6

Annotation 

Sigulda (Gauja National Park Administration and Visitor Centre - The historical complex of Sigulda castle – Gūtmaņa Cave) – Turaida Museum Reserve – Krimulda church

Sigulda

Sigulda is situated in the most picturesque part of the primeval Gauja valley. Reddish devon sandstone forms steep rocks and caves on both banks of the river. Because of this, since time immemorial Sigulda has been called the Switzerland of Vidzeme. 

Gauja National Park Administration and Visitor Centre 

Gauja NP was founded in 1973, and it was the first national park in the territory of Latvia at that time. It focuses mainly on nature protection but it is also used for educational and leisure tourism. 

 

The historical complex of Sigulda castle
Sigulda Castle, which was built in 1207 by Brotherhood of Sward and was rebuilt in 1236 by Livonian order. The south-western wing of the convention building with Gothic windows and a central entrance tower has preserved till nowadays. 
The manor centre buildings have been built in the 18th and 19th century, during the residence of counts Borchs and Duke Kropotkin. Since 1993 Sigulda council governs them. 

[image: image1.jpg]



Gūtmaņa Cave
The highest sandstone cave of Latvia and the largest grotto in the Baltic: 10 m high, 12 m wide and 18.8 m long.
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Turaida Museum Reserve
The Turaida Museum Reserve is located on a site where the Livs of the Gauja valley lived 1.000 years ago. In 1212, the German Crusaders burned the wooden castle, and a medieval brick castle was put instead. Today the restored castle features exhibitions which speak to the unique role which Turaida has played in the cultural history of Latvia. 

 

The Krimulda church
This church is an architectural monument of national importance. It dates back to 1205, when a Catholic priest arrived in the region, which was then settled by the Livs. 


Leaded by expert on culture history from Gauja NP administration Indra Čekstere 
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